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THE PASTOR’S EPISTLE
“OVERCOMING TEMPTATION”

And Achan answered Joshua, and said, “Indeed I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and thus and thus have I
done: When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold
of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them.” Joshua 7:20,21
We have all heard the old expression “There are two things in life a person cannot avoid: Death and Taxes.” I would like
to add temptation as a third aspect of life which cannot be avoided. We read in the book of Joshua, about the man Achan
who fell victim to temptation and the terrible consequences which followed. Achan kept for himself booty (wealth) from
the battle which was fought. This temptation to “get rich quick” was against God’s will for his people.
Jesus Christ himself could not avoid temptation. (Matthew 4:1-11) but the Bible also states that while Jesus was tempted,
he was without sin. (Hebrews 4:15) This shows us that while it is natural to be tempted, it also is possible to overcome
the temptation.
As we can see from Achan’s experience, there are three stages in the cycle of temptation. First, a person is exposed to the
temptation. Achan says, “I saw the garments, gold and silver.” Remember, there isn’t anything wrong with this stage. It is
natural to face temptation. Secondly, we desire to have for our own what we have seen. Achan said, “I coveted the
garments, gold and silver.
It is at this stage that we must decide how we will deal with the temptation. So often we tend to act or speak before our
brain is in gear. There are several questions we could ask ourselves when being tempted, such as, “Will I hurt myself or
someone else if I take, or do this? Another question we might stop to ask is, “Would God approve of this action?”
The way we respond to this second stage in the cycle of temptation will determine the final stage. The Bible is clear that
God knows and cares for each of us individually. The Bible also proclaims that God is faithful and will not allow us to be
tempted beyond what we are able to endure, but with the temptation will allow a means of escape. (I Cor. 10:13). Jesus
overcame his temptation in the wilderness by relying on the power of prayer and the Word of God. This same power is
available to us today along with the support that others in the church can provide.
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