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THE PASTOR’S EPISTLE
“TRUSTING GOD AT ALL TIMES”
But Joseph told them, “Don’t be afraid of me. Am I god, to judge and punish you? As far as I am concerned,
God turned into good what you meant for evil, for he brought me to this high position I have today so that I
could save the lives of many people. No, don’t be afraid. Indeed, I myself will take care of you and your
families.” And he spoke very kindly to them, reassuring them. (Genesis 50:19-21 L.B.)
Only God is able to take what seems to be a terrible situation and then use if for good. Often our faith is put to
the test in life. After Joseph was betrayed by his brothers and sold into slavery, he was still able to forgive them
and say, “you meant this for harm, but God meant if for good.”
In this situation it was easy for Joseph to understand how God used his misfortune to save and preserve His
chosen people. But what about the times in our own lives when we can’t make sense of what is happening to
us? Often, we become discouraged or angry with God. We might even be tempted to ask, “Does God really
know what He’s doing?” or “Does God really care about me?”
In Job 5:7 we read “yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.” Many times, we have noticed that
fire does naturally fly upward. So just as naturally as fire will raise up toward the sky, trouble will naturally
come to us all. Keeping this sober fact in mind we must now decide how we will react to negative situations.
With the help of the Holy Spirit I pray that all of us will keep our trust in God who loves us so much that He
sent Jesus Christ to die for our sins. By trusting God, we are not only being faithful, but we are helping others
to be strong during their times of trial. By trusting God, we are being stepping stones to faith and not stumbling
blocks.
May we all learn the meaning of trusting God as we meditate upon the Word of God, worship, pray, and serve
both God and all people. Amen.
In Christ’s Service
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